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WEEK OF AUGUST 2, 2021

FINALLY IT IS REALLY INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK.

Text of the bipartisan infrastructure package has been
released. Late last night, Sunday, the bipartisan group of
Senators working on the infrastructure released text of the
infrastructure package. The package will cost
approximately $550 billion over the next five years (which
also has been characterized as a $1 trillion package
because it is utilizing previously approved funding), and
focuses on infrastructure issues, including transportation,
highways, railways, and broadband. The bill does not
focus on health care issues, but does include limited
health care pay fors. The health care payfors include a
three year delay of the Medicare pharmacy benefit
manager (PBM) rebate rule, reducing Medicare spending
on discarded medications from single-dose drug vials, and
rescinding certain COVID-19 related funding. Of note, the
remaining Provider Relief Fund (PRF) will not be included
in the package as a payfor, which is an initial victory for
providers interested in saving the remaining funds. The
Senate is aiming to pass the bill this week, but this could
slip into the weekend.

After that the Senate will focus on the budget resolution,
which is the starting point for the $3.5 trillion partisan

THIS WEEK IN THE SENATE

Senate Health, Education, Labor and
Pensions Committee

Executive Session: S. 1486, S. 1543,
S. 2425, S. 2401, and Nominations
Tuesday, August 3 at 12:00pm

THIS WEEK IN THE HOUSE

The House of Representatives is on
recess.
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reconciliation package. Majority Leader Schumer (D-NY) aims to wrap up both packages by the end of
next week. Speaker Pelosi has noted that the bipartisan infrastructure bill will not be brought to the
House floor for a vote until the Senate passes the partisan reconciliation package. This is a good
reminder that we are only at the beginning of a much longer process.

Inpatient Medicare Payment Rule Coming Soon. The Hospital Inpatient Prospective Payment
Systems for Acute Care Hospitals; the Long-Term Care Hospital Prospective Payment System; and FY
2022 Rates final rule has cleared Office of Management and Budget (OMB) review. This means it is
expected to be published very soon. Be sure to check back with McDermottPlus for our insights and

review of the rule once it is released!
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https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/e/a/ea1eb2e4-56bd-45f1-a260-9d6ee951bc96/F8A7C77D69BE09151F210EB4DFE872CD.edw21a09.pdf
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/e/a/ea1eb2e4-56bd-45f1-a260-9d6ee951bc96/F8A7C77D69BE09151F210EB4DFE872CD.edw21a09.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.help.senate.gov%2Fhearings%2Fs-1486-s-1543-s-2425-s-2401-and-nominations&data=04%7C01%7CKwaldo%40mcdermottplus.com%7C6a7d5dea044541300ffc08d952af9e15%7C539c611a8032457bb371a99182228eef%7C0%7C0%7C637631736482254586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=s%2BFklVnn27ld0dWqLFCqEsY3OPgpMFcSPUL4AExXRmI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.help.senate.gov%2Fhearings%2Fs-1486-s-1543-s-2425-s-2401-and-nominations&data=04%7C01%7CKwaldo%40mcdermottplus.com%7C6a7d5dea044541300ffc08d952af9e15%7C539c611a8032457bb371a99182228eef%7C0%7C0%7C637631736482254586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=s%2BFklVnn27ld0dWqLFCqEsY3OPgpMFcSPUL4AExXRmI%3D&reserved=0
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