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McDermottPlus Check-Up: COVID-19 
Update 
McDermott+Consulting is pleased to introduce the McDermottPlus Check-Up, your regular update on 
health care policy from Washington, DC. 

   

THIS WEEK’S DIAGNOSIS: The coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic continues to drive activity in 
Washington, DC. This week, Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, the third relief and support bill in response to the pandemic. Read our in-depth summary of 
the CARES Act here, or listen to our overview on the latest episode of the Health Policy Breakroom. 
 
CONGRESS 

+ CONGRESS PASSED “PHASE THREE” ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE. After a marathon week of 
negotiations, lawmakers reached a deal on a nearly $2 trillion emergency relief package in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the largest stimulus bill in US history by a lot. The CARES 
Act (H.R. 748) passed the Senate by a vote of 96 to 0 and the House by voice vote. President 
Trump is expected to sign the bill. The sweeping legislation directs $100 billion to an emergency 
fund for eligible healthcare providers and provides additional low-interest and small business loan 
support to businesses combatting the COVID-19 outbreak. Other key provisions boost Medicare 
and Medicaid reimbursement for COVID-19-related inpatient services and generally, expand 
testing and treatment coverage, and provide additional regulatory relief for providers.  
 
Our summary of the CARES Act is available here. 
 
Now that the CARES Act has passed, Congress will adjourn in an effort to help protect the health 
of its members. The Senate has announced a recess until at least April 20, though Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) has said he may call the Senate back into session if 
circumstances warrant. The House has not announced a date for members to return to 
Washington. When Congress returns will likely depend on whether the rate of infections and 
damage to the economy continue to worsen. A fourth relief package is already under discussion. 

ADMINISTRATION 

+ ADMINISTRATION ISSUES GUIDANCE FOR HEALTHCARE STAKEHOLDERS. In a letter to all 50 state 
governors, Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar urged states to 
take immediate action to expand telehealth services, including to temporarily waive licensure 
requirements and some statutory and regulatory standards, relax certain scope of practice 
requirements, and permit for rapid certification or recertification of healthcare professionals. This 
is just one of the many new rules, recommendations and tools that HHS and other agencies have 
issued in an effort to ease regulatory burden during the public health emergency.  
 
A summary of recent CMS activities in response to COVID-19 is available here.  
 
Our running list of COVID-19-related activities across agencies is available here.  
Expect the Administration to continue to issue guidance at a rapid pace as the situation develops. 

https://www.mcdermottplus.com/insights/cares-act-summary-covid-19/
https://soundcloud.com/mcdermottplus/health-policy-breakroom-ep-18-overview-of-the-cares-act
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/6819239-FINAL-FINAL-CARES-ACT.html
https://www.mcdermottplus.com/insights/cares-act-summary-covid-19/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-news-alert-march-26-2020
https://www.mcdermottplus.com/payment-innovation/covid-19-activities-and-actions-update/


 
 

2 
DM_HC 1225303-1.PG0610.0010 

QUICK HITS 

+ President Trump issued an Executive Order making it a crime to excessively hoard personal 
protective equipment needed to stop the spread of COVID-19.  

+ In light of the COVID-19 outbreak and its impact on the healthcare industry, CMS extended the 
payer solicitation period for the Primary Care First Model until May 20, 2020.  

+ The Food and Drug Administration announced that it will issue COVID-19-related guidance 
without public notice and comment in an effort to speed the process. However, the agency will 
accept comments on guidance after it is published and revise as necessary.  

+ Several more states received approval of Section 1135 waivers to waive certain Medicaid 
requirements, including temporarily suspending prior authorization requirements, modifying 
certain timelines for state fair hearings and appeals and relaxing certain Medicaid provider 
enrollment requirements during the COVID-19 emergency. Approved 1135 waivers are available 
here.  

M+ RESOURCES  

+ Our consultants discuss the CARES Act on the latest episode of the Health Policy Breakroom.  
+ Stay up to date with all our latest resources and analysis with the COVID-19 Resource Center.  

NEXT WEEK’S DOSE 

Look out for more in-depth analysis from us on the CARES Act and any future relief bills. 
 

 

For more information, contact Mara McDermott, Rachel Stauffer or Emma Zimmerman. 

To subscribe to the McDermottPlus Check-Up, please contact Jennifer Randles. 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-preventing-hoarding-health-medical-resources-respond-spread-covid-19/
https://innovation.cms.gov/initiatives/primary-care-first-model-options/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-06222.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/disaster-response-toolkit/federal-disaster-resources/index.html
https://soundcloud.com/mcdermottplus/health-policy-breakroom-ep-18-overview-of-the-cares-act
https://coronavirus.splashthat.com/
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