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Never a Dull Moment in Healthcare. THIS WEEK IN THE SENATE
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee
Executive Session on S. 2971, Title VII Reauthorization, S. 2080, S. 2683, S. 2927, and Nominations
Thursday, December 12th at 10am

THIS WEEK IN THE HOUSE 
House Energy and Commerce Committee, Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
Securing the U.S. Drug Supply Chain: Oversight of FDA’s Foreign Inspection Program
Tuesday, December 10th at 10am
 
House Energy and Commerce Committee, Subcommittee on Health
Proposals to Achieve Universal Health Care Coverage
Tuesday, December 10th at 10:30am

MACPAC December Meeting
December 12-13th

CONTACT INFO
Please reach out to us at: 
rwhitlock@mcdermottplus.com
kwaldo@mcdermottplus.com
emmazimmerman@mcdermottplus.com 



· ALL THE MAJOR HEALTHCARE PROPOSALS ARE IN PLAY, BUT ASSEMBLY IS STILL REQUIRED. Late last week, the Senate Finance Committee released a bipartisan and updated prescription drug and healthcare extender package. The package largely mirrors the earlier Senate Finance Committee prescription drug bill, Prescription Drug Pricing Reduction Act of 2019. The updated package funds the major healthcare extenders, along with other extenders that were not previously included in major discussions, such as the Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting program. Additionally, House Republicans released their version of prescription drug pricing reforms in the bill H.R. 19. This is seen as an alternative to the Democratic prescription drug package H.R. 3, which will be voted on in the House this week. Following all of this, Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Chairman Lamar Alexander (R-TN) and Energy and Commerce (E&C) leadership announced a deal on surprise billing. However, the specific details on how they address surprise billing payment disputes are not yet known. Within these four packages – H.R. 3, H.R. 19, the updated Senate Finance Committee prescription drug and extender package, and the HELP-E&C surprise billing deal – is the healthcare deal that can be reached by the end of the year. That final package is likely to be reached by House and Senate leadership, and we watch for signs on what’s in and what’s out. 
· MEDICARE FOR ALL IN THE SPOTLIGHT. This week, the House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee will hold the hearing “Proposals to Achieve Universal Health Care Coverage.” This hearing will examine Medicare for All proposals. The key to watching this hearing is how Republicans push and dig into Medicare for All. Republicans believe very strongly that Medicare for All is a political risk for Democrats in the 2020 election. Republicans will use the hearing to make the political case for 2020.  This hearing will be an early test of the effectiveness of arguments that will make their way into the presidential race.
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