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WEEK OF DECEMBER 2, 2019 
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Welcome Back from Thanksgiving!  

+ CONGRESS HAS THREE WEEKS LEFT TO ACHIEVE MASSIVE 
COOPERATION AND COMPROMISE. The House has an 
ambitious agenda for the next three weeks: 1) pass H.R. 
3, the Pelosi prescription drug reform bill, 2) fund the 
government, 3) pass the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement, 4) pass a long-term deal on the healthcare 
extenders (which can include surprise billing and 
prescription drug policy reforms), and 5) impeach the 
President. These are major goals that create incredible 
pressure that can throw off the process with the slightest 
provocation, especially as we approach the winter recess 
deadline.  

+ HEALTHCARE PRIORITY 1: EXTENDERS. In the healthcare 
space, we are still waiting for a package to come together 
on the extenders and how they are paid. Paying for the 
extenders is typically the hard part, but this year Congress 
has pay-fors (surprise billing and prescription drug reform) 
available. In theory, this should make it easier to get the 
extenders across the finish line, but that means Congress 
has to reach an agreement on surprise billing and 
prescription drug reforms, which are not without political 
consequence. We still believe that Congress likely will not 
let the extender funding slip, but it is not certain a long-
term compromise will come together in the next 18 days.  

+ AND THE REST OF THE AGENDA. H.R. 3 is expected to pass 
during this stretch once a final Congressional Budget 
Office score comes in. It has no chance of moving in the 
Senate. So the question that follows the passage of H.R.3 
is: can Congress agree to move the consensus 
prescription drug measures? As for government funding, it is everyone’s goal to fund the 
government – neither party wants to see a government shutdown. But there is always room 
for provisions (like the border wall) to upset the entire applecart. And the most divisive 
measure out there to throw everything off balance is impeachment. Impeachment activities 
will continue to heat up over the next three weeks, which can impact all the policies that the 
healthcare community is working on.  

+ BUCKLE UP FOR A BUSY NEXT THREE WEEKS!  

THIS WEEK IN THE SENATE 
Senate Commerce Committee 
Examining Legislative Proposals to 
Protect Consumer Data Privacy 
Wednesday, December 4th at 10am 
 
THIS WEEK IN THE HOUSE  
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee 
Building Consumer Confidence by 
Empowering FDA to Improve Cosmetic 
Safety 
Wednesday, December 4th at 10am 
 
House Energy and Commerce 
Committee 
Flu Season: U.S. Public Health 
Preparedness and Response 
Wednesday, December 4th at 10:30am 
 
CONTACT INFO 
Please reach out to us at:  
rwhitlock@mcdermottplus.com 
kwaldo@mcdermottplus.com 
emmazimmerman@mcdermottplus.com  
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