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Where are we on prescription drug pricing reforms?  

+ THERE HAS BEEN A LOT OF CONGRESSIONAL ACTIVITY ON 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING. Since the beginning of the 
116th Congress, there have been 11 hearings on 
prescription drug pricing; two more are scheduled for this 
week. Additionally, over 60 bills relating to prescription 
drug pricing have been introduced this Congress, and that 
number continues to grow. 10 of those bills have moved 
through committees. These bills have been marked up by 
the House Energy & Commerce Committee, Judiciary 
Committee, and the Ways & Means Committee. These bills 
are likely to be approved by the House, move forward 
through the Senate and make it to the President’s desk. In 
fact, two of the 10 bills (Purple Book Continuity Act of 2019 
and Orange Book Transparency Act of 2019) will be voted 
on in the House on May 8. However, the bills moving 
through the House could be considered low hanging fruit 
as they focus on transparency, reporting and generics, 
rather than targeting drug pricing.  

+ DEMOCRATS ARE ALSO EYEING MORE ASPIRATIONAL 
PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING POLICIES. House Ways & 
Means Chair Richard Neal and Energy & Commerce Chair 
Frank Pallone signaled that they are working with 
progressive Democrats to introduce a more far-reaching 
drug pricing package. This is expected to be a separate 
package that examines larger pricing reform ideas. Such a 
progressive package could make it out of the House, but 
likely has little chance of advancing in the Senate.  

+ THE WHITE HOUSE AND THE SPEAKER’S OFFICE ARE ALSO IN 
COMMUNICATIONS ON A PRESCRIPTION DRUG PRICING 
PACKAGE. If Republican and Democratic leaders can reach 
agreement on drug pricing reforms, bold change could be 
advanced. However, it remains unclear if Democrats are 
willing to sign onto a package that is led by or coordinated 
with the White House.  

THIS WEEK IN THE SENATE 
Senate HELP Committee 
Implementing the 21st Century 
Cures Act: Making Electronic 
Health Information Available to 
Patients and Providers, Part II 
Tuesday, May 7 at 10 am 
 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
Intellectual Property and the Price 
of Prescription Drugs: Balancing 
Innovation and Competition 
Tuesday, May 7 at 10 am  
 
Senate Finance Committee 
Medicare Physician Payment 
Reform After Two Years: 
Examining MACRA 
Implementation and the Road 
Ahead 
Wednesday, May 8 at 10:15 am 
 
THIS WEEK IN THE HOUSE 
E&C Subcommittee Health  
Lowering Prescription Drug 
Prices: Deconstructing the Drug 
Supply Chain 
Thursday, May 9 at 10 am 
 
CONTACT INFO 
Please reach out to us at:  
rwhitlock@mcdermottplus.com 
kwaldo@mcdermottplus.com 
emmazimmerman@mcdermottplus.com  

https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/implementing-the-21st-century-cures-act-making-electronic-health-information-available-to-patients-and-providers-part-ii
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/intellectual-property-and-the-price-of-prescription-drugs-balancing-innovation-and-competition
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/medicare-physician-payment-reform-after-two-years-examining-macra-implementation-and-the-road-ahead
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-lowering-prescription-drug-prices-deconstructing-the-drug
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